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Immune system and lymphatic organs (organa lymphopoetica)
Lymph vessels (vasa lymphatica)
The lymph capillaries have no valves.
The lymphatic vessels.
Lymph vessels that transport the lymph from the capillary re- gion to a lymph node are termed afferent lymph vessels. Efferent lymph vessels leave the lymph node, carrying lymph that is filtered and enriched with lymphocytes.

Lymph nodes (lymphonodi, nodi lymphatici)
Lymph nodes are firm, smooth-surfaced, generally ovoid or bean- shaped with a large convex surface and a smaller concave area, the hilus. Internally the lymph node is divided into a cortex and a medulla.

Lymph nodes of the head
The lymph nodes of the head are grouped into the following lymph centres:
● parotid lymph centre (lc. parotideum),
● mandibular lymph centre (lc. mandibulare) and
● retropharyngeal lymph centre (lc. retropharyngeale).

Lymph nodes of the neck
The lymph nodes of the neck are organised in two groups:
● superficial cervical lymph centre (lc. cervicale superficiale) and 
● deep cervical lymph centre (lc. cervicale profundum).

Lymph nodes of the thoracic limb
Lymph from the superficial and proximal parts of the forelimb drains to the superficial cervical lymph centre; lymph from the rest of the limb drains to the axillary lymph centre.

Lymph nodes of the thorax
The walls of the thorax are drained by the:
● dorsal thoracic lymph centre (lc. thoracicum dorsale) and 
● ventral thoracic lymph centre (lc. thoracicum ventrale).

The organs within the thoracic cavity are drained by the: 
● mediastinal lymph centre (lc. mediastinale),
● bronchial lymph centre (lc. bronchiale),
● dorsal thoracic lymph centre (lc. thoracicum dorsale) and 
● ventral thoracic lymph centre (lc. thoracicum ventrale).

Lymph nodes of the abdomen
Lumbar lymph centre
The lumbar aortic. 
The renal lymph nodes.

Coeliac lymph centre
The coeliac, splenic, gastric and pancreaticoduodenal lymph nodes.

Cranial mesenteric lymph centre
The cranial mesenteric, jejunal, caecal and colic lymph nodes.

Caudal mesenteric lymph centre
The caudal mesenteric lymph nodes.

Lymph nodes of the pelvic cavity and the pelvic limb
· Iliosacral lymph centre.
· Iiliofemoral lymph centre.
· Inguinofemoral lymph centre (lymphocentrum inguinofemorale).
· Ischial lymph centre (lymphocentrum ischiadicum).
· Popliteal lymph centre (lymphocentrum popliteum).

Lymph-collecting ducts
The thoracic duct (ductus thoracicus).
The chyle cistern.
The lymph-collecting duct.
