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BACKGROUND

The urban heritage of Mediterranean countries is rich and diverse, bearing witness to the
centuries-old history and multiple cultural influences that have shaped the cities of this region.
Old quarters, labyrinthine medinas, archaeological remains and vernacular architecture coexist
harmoniously with more contemporary elements. These Mediterranean cities bear the legacy of
Phoenician, Roman, Byzantine, Arab and Ottoman civilisations, among others. The bustling
markets, historic squares, winding streets and emblematic buildings are all testimony to an
inestimable cultural wealth. However, the Mediterranean urban heritage faces modern challenges
such as demographic pressure, rapid urbanisation and the need to reconcile preservation and
development. Preserving this heritage is synonymous with preserving the region's unique cultural
identity, offering future generations a tangible link with their past.

However, some Mediterranean regions, rich in urban heritage, remain on the margins of
tourism development, leading to an alarming deterioration of their precious heritage. The reasons
for this exclusion include a lack of financial resources and conservation techniques, as well as
inexperience and disinterest in urban tourism.

This heritage faces modern challenges such as demographic pressure, rapid urbanisation and
the need to reconcile protection and development. Its preservation is synonymous with
safeguarding the region's unique eultural identity, offering future generations a tangible link with
their past.

The tourism value of urban heritage in the.Mediterranean has gained in importance in a world
that is placing increasing emphasis on the sustainable development of cities. By putting this
heritage on the tourist map, cities can attract more visitors, boost their local economies and
preserve their unique cultural heritage. E-tourism platforms could also facilitate the collection of
information and funds, contributing to the preservation and revitalisation of urban heritage and
offering a solution for its valorisation. These same digital tools can open up other opportunities
for the prometion, tourism and marketing of this urban heritage as a tourism product.

THE AIM OF THESYMPOSIUM

- Bring together researchers, academics, professionals and managers from different sectors at the
event organised by FSTGAT, Constantine 1 University, in collaboration with the LASTERNE
laboratory and the CRAT spatial planning researchieentse.

- To benefit from various experiences linked to the preservation and tourist enhancement of urban
heritage in the countries of the Mediterranean basin, in order to exchange knowledge and good
practice.

- To formulate concrete recommendations to improve the safeguarding and enhancement of
precious cultural heritages, taking into account the specifie, realities of troubled Meditertanean
regions.

- To propose practical measures to encourage cultural promotion via E-tourism and social
networks, aimed at raising awareness among a wider public and mobilising financial resources
for the preservation of urban heritage.

- To contribute to the overall effort to stimulate the local €conomy, promote sustainability and
strengthen the link between current and future generations with their unique cultural heritage.
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